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Woodbridge man brings Chinese yachts to U.S. shores 

By Steve Higgins , Register Business Editor 

MILFORD — On a sun-splashed summer day with blue skies above and the blue waters of Milford Harbor below, Gordon Tomat introduced his first two luxury yachts to the world Friday. 

Tomat, 62, was recently named North American distributor for Integrity Yachts, a 25-year-old boat builder based in China, and he recently received his first two yachts — a 40-foot trawler and a 50-foot trawler.

The yachts are being sold by Wm. J. Kolkmeyer Yachts of Milford, which is based at the Milford Boat Works, 1 High St.

"We expect these to sell very fast," said Tomat, who is expecting a shipment of three, 34-foot trawler-style yachts in November. As a broker, Tomat buys the yachts from Integrity and will then resell them here through dealers such as Kolkmeyer.

While Friday’s unveiling was primarily for the media, Tomat plans to introduce the two yachts to the wider market at the Trawler Fest being held at Mystic Seaport Thursday, Friday and Aug. 4.

In the past, Integrity Yachts have been sold only in Asia and Australia.

Tomat’s 40-foot yacht is for sale for $450,000 and the 50-foot model will go for $930,000, he said.

The yachts feature large salons and Burmese teak throughout the interior and are designed for efficient operation over long distances. Both have a full array of the latest navigational electronics.

The larger yacht boasts amenities from pop-up flat-screen television screens with satellite TV connections to a master stateroom with a king-sized bed and a built-in washer-dryer.

"Our target market is baby boomers who can no longer handle their sailboats," Tomat said.

William Kolkmeyer, who has been selling sailboats and yachts for 20 years, said he traveled to China with Tomat last year to check out the trawlers in person.

"I liked what I saw," he said. "The quality is very, very good. I think we will sell a lot of them."

Kolkmeyer said trawler-style yachts — which aren’t as speedy as other types, but are more efficient to operate — are for people who believe "the journey is more important than the destination."

The two men hope to contract with other dealers in Seattle, Houston, Florida and Virginia to sell the Integrity yachts, which range from 34 feet to 62 feet in length.

Tomat is president of PacBridge Ltd. in Woodbridge, which brokers circuit boards and other electronic equipment, primarily in Asia. He was plant manager of Circuit-Wise in North Haven for 20 years until the company went bankrupt four years ago.

Tomat, who has a degree in marine engineering from the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in Long Island, is a longtime sailing and boating enthusiast who started out looking to buy a new boat when he began researching Chinese manufacturers two years ago. He said he approached Integrity Trawlers about bringing the product to the United States.
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